All-Inclusive Fly Fishing Package at the Quinlan Ranch in Chama, NM
4 Days & 5 Nights with LAND OF ENCHANTMENT GUIDES ~ 2022
DAYS & DESCRIPTIONS
Day 1:
Arrive at the Quinlan Ranch around 4:00 to 5:00 in the afternoon. Get settled into
your room and have dinner at the ranch.
Day 2:
Guided fishing at one of the locations offered. We will have lunch at the fishing spot;
breakfast and dinner will be served at the ranch.
Day 3:
Guided fishing at one of the locations offered. We will have lunch at the fishing spot;
breakfast and dinner will be served at the ranch.
Day 4:
Guided fishing at one of the locations offered. We will have lunch at the fishing spot;
breakfast and dinner will be served at the ranch.
Day 5:
Guided fishing at one of the locations offered. We will have lunch at the fishing spot;
breakfast and dinner will be served at the ranch.
Day 6:
Breakfast will be served at the ranch and then check-out by 11:00 am.
Note: If you would like to arrange for a guide to fish with on Day 6, we will do our best to get
it set up for you.

GUIDED FISHING & FISHING LOCATIONS
You will have two full days of guided fly fishing, in groups of either two or three
anglers, with one guide, on each day. You will depart from the ranch for the fishing
locations after breakfast and return to the ranch for dinner. Anglers can either ride with
their guide or drive their own vehicles to the fishing spots. The guides will provide all
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the flies, tippet and leaders you will need. We recommend that you bring your own
rods - 4 or 5 weights are the best suited for the waters you will be fishing. If you don’t
have a fly rod, your guide will have ones you can use at no extra cost. In the summer,
you will probably be able to “wet-wade” at most of the locations we will be fishing.
This being said, make sure to bring a pair of wading shoes and a pair of either hippers
or chest high waders. If you don’t have wading shoes and/or waders, Land of
Enchantment Guides can provide them for you. If you will need to use our wading
shoes and wading gear for the trip, we will need your shoe size in advance before you
arrive at the ranch. All anglers will be responsible for their own New Mexico and
Colorado fishing licenses. We also recommend that you get your fishing licenses before
you arrive at the ranch. If need be, you can purchase them online (there are links to
where you can get licenses on the “Book a Trip” page of our website). If you are unable
to get your license beforehand, New Mexico licenses are available in Chama and
Colorado licenses are available online at the Quinlan Ranch.
YOU WILL FISH THREE DAYS ON ANY OF THE FISHING LOCATIONS BELOW
CORKINS ON THE BRAZOS: Located at the
end of the road that runs up the Brazos River
and directly under the Brazos cliffs, Corkins
offers anglers the easiest access to the upper part
of this amazing stretch of water. The further upriver you go the wilder it gets as there is no road
access beyond Corkins. This section of the river
is primarily large pocket water with deep pools
and runs that hold amazing numbers of good
sized rainbows and browns. The fishing is good throughout spring, summer and fall
with July through early October typically being the best months to go. Smaller mayfly
and stonefly nymphs always work but, in the summer and fall, the dry fly fishing is
some of the best in our area. We have had days here where all you need is a small
hopper or caddis pattern to land incredible numbers of fish on surface. In the fall the
brown trout really turn on and there is a good chance of landing a few real beauties on
any given day. The views are absolutely spectacular offering the quintessential Rocky
Mountain fly fishing experience.
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THE QUINLAN RANCH: Located just west of
Chama and south of Rancho del Oso Pardo, the
ranch is adjacent to the renowned state-owned
Edward Sargent Wildlife Area. It is a rich alpine
wilderness at the intersection of multiple
ecosystems - one-third forest, one-third scrub
oak and one-third meadow. There are 4 ponds
on the Quinlan ranch’s 17,000 acres (yes that is
correct, seventeen thousand acres!). Each one is full of large fish - mostly rainbows, with
some of the ponds having browns and Snake River cutthroats as well. The largest pond
is over 5 acres with the others ranging in size down to about 1 acre. The ponds are in
open meadow areas so anglers can easily fish from the shore without worrying about
trees to hang up a back cast. Boats are also available for our use.
THE CHAMA AREA RIVERS & STREAMS:
There are many spots to fish in the area
including the Chama, the Brazos and the Los
Piños rivers. Depending on which spots are
fishing the best, we may go to any number of
spots within a short drive from the ranch.
The Chama River is probably one of the West's
most undiscovered and diverse trout waters.
Starting in the mountains on the Colorado
border, it flows as a freestone stream for many miles through high mountain forests and
meadows. Below El Vado reservoir, it runs for over thirty miles through rugged, multicolored sandstone canyons and rough terrain with limited access. For six miles of this
section it passes through the 50,000 acre Chama River Canyon Wilderness area. All the
sections of the Chama have good populations of large wild browns and rainbows (the
state record brown trout was caught in the river below El Vado). The other nice thing
about the Chama is that, by its being so diverse, there is almost always a section of it
that is fishing well. Because most of the river is quite remote, you will usually see lots of
wildlife, the scenery is unrivaled and the fishing can be outstanding. The Chama River
is truly a “wild river”, offering an unforgettable fishing experience.
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The section of the Brazos we will be fishing offers us approximately 3 to 4 miles of the
river. This reach provides good fishing for wild browns and stocked rainbows. There
are incredible views of the Brazos cliffs. Because this part of the Brazos is near its
confluence with the Chama, we are often able to fish both rivers in a day. There is often
great terrestrial/dry fly fishing in the summer to early fall with a hopper-dropper rig
being the way to go.
THE SAN JUAN: The “Juan” is a fishery that
everyone should experience. It is world
renowned as one of the greatest tailwater trout
fisheries there is. In the top 4 miles of river
below the dam, there are over 20,000 fish per
mile, averaging 17 inches in length; you couldn't
ask for more. Most of the fish are rainbows but
the population of browns seems to be increasing.
It is primarily a small fly fishery with size #20 to
#26 midges on light tippet being the standard setup. It is quite a thrill to hook and land
a large fish on this type of gear. The river is big by New Mexico standards but very easy
to wade and, with the density of fish being so great, long casts are not usually
necessary. The San Juan is about a 1½ hour drive from the Quinlan Ranch, making it a
very do-able day trip.
THE SHAHAN & MK RANCHES: Located on
the upper reaches of the Navajo River just across
the border into southern Colorado, these spots
are one of the prettiest stretches of private water
we work on. With close to 6 miles of river in two
different locations, a day on these ranches offers
an incredible amount of diversity. The Navajo
river has healthy population of both rainbows
and browns to be caught on streamers, nymphs
and especially dry flies. From mid-summer into
early fall, large grasshopper and terrestrial dry
flies often induce crashing hits on the surface from the bigger fish. The wading is easy
on these stretches of the river and both ranches offer some great pools along with lots of
deep runs and riffles.
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THE HIGH TIMBER RANCH: Located on the
upper Brazos River at 9,500 to 10,000± feet of
altitude in the Brazos meadows, this ranch has 5
private miles of the river that is full of wild
rainbows and brook trout. The upper Brazos
meadows is probably one of the most remote
and beautiful places in all of the southern
Rockies and the fishing is off the charts. At the
tail end of run-off it is game on with nymphs
and streamers and as soon as the flows recede, it
is time for the best dry fly fishing ever. The
meadows are full of grasshoppers which are the prime food source for the trout
throughout the summer months. The season up here is shorter than many lower
altitude rivers and streams so the fish are very aggressive and really smash most top
water presentations as they have less time to put on weight to make it through the
longer winters. As you can see from the picture, casting in the meadows is usually
completely free of trees to snag a backcast on. There are also two short canyon sections
that offer classic high mountain pocket water fishing. Along with great fishing, the
High Timber Ranch has amazing amounts of wildlife with abundant numbers of elk,
deer, antelope and bear - a truly remarkable place. Note: Access to the High Timber
Ranch is limited due to weather and road conditions.
THE OSO PICCOLO RANCHES: Comprised
of two sections of water on two separate rivers,
the Oso Piccolo ranches offer anglers the
opportunity to fish on both of these completely
different fishing locations. The first ranch,
known as La Barranca, has 1.5 miles of the
Chama River. Flowing through big, open
meadows, this part of the Chama has very easy
access, easy wading and good fishing. This is a
great spot to target larger fish in the early spring
and the fall. The second ranch (the Wolf Creek Ranch) has 3+ miles of a gorgeous creek.
At an altitude of 8,800 feet and flowing through a canyon stretch, an alpine meadow
and an area of aspens and pines, Wolf Creek is the quintessential small Rocky Mountain
trout stream. The fish are 100% wild and they are very aggressive as many have never
been hooked before. In the summer small dry flies, hoppers and dry-dropper rigs are
the way to go. In the early fall larger browns will move up out of the Chama (of which
Wolf creek is a tributary) to spawn, giving fishermen a chance of hooking a real beauty
in this smaller water.
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FOOD & LODGING
The recently refurbished Garcia Cabin offers
convenience, comfort, great food and great
views. Situated on a hillside the cabin overlooks
the San Juan Basin, a classic New Mexican stretch
of the Rocky Mountains.
The grand room is elegantly comfortable
encircled by large picture windows with
spectacular views. The river rock fireplace with
roaring fire turns the room into a warm refuge
on cool rocky mountain nights. The gaming table
and large screen television round out one of the
most social areas of the cabin. A long porch
overlooking the Chama valley is a great place to
have a cocktail and watch the sunset after a day
of fishing. For relaxation under the stars, there is
an outdoor hot tub. Wireless internet service is
available throughout the lodge.
Each bedroom has two full sized beds with
pillow-top mattresses, a leather couch or chair
and plenty of space for gear. The bedrooms
have their own separate bathrooms.
All of the meals will be prepared by the ranch’s
in house chef with breakfast and dinner served
in the lodge’s large dining room. Picnic lunches
will be served at the fishing locations. If you or
anyone in your group has specific dietary
requirements it is not a problem. If notified in
advance, the ranch chef will do his best
accommodate any individual needs.
6

COST & DETAILS
With 2 Anglers per Guide:
The cost per person is $2,630.00 (the cost for children under 10 years old is $1,530.00). This is for
5 nights lodging (double occupancy for two guests) with all meals and three full days of guided
fishing. This trip and pricing is based on having an exact group size of either 2, 4, 6, 8 or 10
anglers. There will be two anglers with one guide, every fishing day.
With 3 Anglers per Guide:
The cost per person is $2,455.00 (the cost for children under 10 years old is $1,355.00). This is
for 4 nights lodging (double occupancy for two guests & single occupancy for one guest) with
all meals and three full days of guided fishing. This trip and pricing is based on having an exact
group size of either 3, 6, 9 or 12 anglers. There will be three anglers with one guide, every
fishing day.
●

●

●

If you would like to have private rooms, single occupancy, this can be arranged for an
additional charge of $400 ($80 per night) per person added to the cost of the trip.

Note: If you choose to pay with a credit card, there will be an additional 3% (of your
total bill) charged for credit card processing fees. To avoid this additional cost, please
bring a check or cash with you to the Quinlan Ranch to pay for the trip.
The prices do not include NM state tax or any gratuities for the fishing guides and/or the ranch
staff. Non-alcoholic drinks are provided - the trip is B.Y.O.B.
●

●

●

For more information about this trip and/or Land of Enchantment Guides,
Please check out our website: www.loeflyfishing.com
Feel free to call us at: (505) 629-5688
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